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PATZER, from page B1

She introduced him to a young
Nepalese girl named Bindhaya.

“She looked up at me with her
big brown eyes and my heart melt-
ed,” Patzer said. “I said, ‘What can I
do to help?””

“I was so excited. When I got
back to the States, my friends asked
what was the best moment, expecting
me to say something like watching
the sun rise at 19,000 feet at the base
of Mt. Everest. I told them it was
wanting to change a child’s life.”

When his friends started asking
how they, too, might help, Patzer co-
founded The Little Sisters Fund
with his friend Usha.

The first 13 girls who started
with the program in 1998 graduated
this year. Five are teachers, two are in
nursing school, two work for Save
the Children and four are working in
the private sector.

It’s a big contrast to what might
have been.

Finished by 25

In Nepal, a country of 27 million,
girls are often seen as a financial bur-
den. While boys stay with their fam-
ily when they marry, the daughters
go with the family they marry into so
there is no incentive to educate them
so they can help support the family.

Consequently, 14 percent of
Nepali girls are married by the age of
7 and 40 percent by 14.

Those who are not married off

are often made to work in the fields
or forced into indentured servitude.
Nepal is also the largest per capita
exporter of girls to the sex trade, with
about 10,000 girls as young as 7 sold,
stolen or forced into the brothels of
Kathmandu or Bombay each year.

There they may be chained to a
bed and forced to service more than
20 clients a day. They contract every
venereal disease imaginable and by
the time theyre 17 or 18 they’re
washed up and dumped onto the
streets where they scrounge out a
meager existence until they die at age
25.

“I was 25 years old at that time,
finally ready to take control of my life
and I realized that many of these
girls were coming to the end of their
lives at 25,” recalled Patzer, now 33.
“l also realized that there is a
tremendous need for education in a
country like Nepal and it is also ter-
ribly inexpensive. For a small amount
you can make a tremendous impact
on the life of a child in Asia.”

Today Little Sisters Fund is sup-
porting 430 girls in Nepal and
Bhutan, sending them to schools in
cities like Kathmandu, Pokhara,
Lamjung and Kaski.

It costs $2,500 to send one girl
for eight to 10 years to an English-
speaking private school where they
learn English, computer, math, sci-
ence and other skills. The amount
includes transportation, lunches,
books, uniforms, school supplies and
medical care.

Karen Bossick/WR|

“Empowerment of women is a most powerful
vehicle for change. There’s never been a country
that moved up in the world from being a devel-

oping nation without education of women.”

Smaller donations are pooled to
send girls to Nepali-speaking schools
where they are safe until they turn 18
or 19.

The program also supports two to
three additional years of schooling
for those who wish professional
training, such as nursing or engineer-
ing school.

A matter of choice

In 2005 Patzer won the Alumni
Association Award recognizing his
work in improving the quality of life
for others. It’s the highest honor St.
John’s School bestows.

“He’s a humanitarian. He gives
back. He always has,” said his moth-
er Midge Patzer. “He’s always,

always, always been very sensitive to

other people. And he’s always loved
education, as well. For him every-
thing is about education.”

Patzer modestly lays the credit at
the donors. That includes 30 Wood
River Valley residents and a handful
of local foundations. It also includes
three donors who have committed to
match dollar-for-dollar every dona-
tion up to $50,000 given to the Little
Sisters Fund by the end of July 2007.

“There’s no reason for poverty
anywhere in the world,” said Patzer.
“There’s plenty of money, plenty of
food. It’s just a matter of choices. We
can choose to hold onto our money,
we can choose to war with it. Or we
can choose to improve people’s lives.

“Those of us with the ability have
the responsibility to make a positive
difference” o

Corp

Trevor Patzer will discuss his
experiences in Nepal with an
emphasis on the current political
situations during a free presenta-
tion at 6, tonight, Wed., June 6 at
The Community Library.

He will be joined by Usha
Acharya, wife of the former
Nepalese ambassador to the
United Nations and co-founder of
the Little Sisters Fund, a school
scholarship and mentoring pro-
gram for impoverished Nepalese
and Bhutanese girls.

The free presentation is titled
“Journey to the Himalayas—A
Story of Friendship, Culture and
Philanthropy.”

For more information, go to
www.littlesistersfund.org. o
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SEE US FIRST FOR GREAT USED CARS & TRUCKS

1999 MERCURY GRAND MARQUIS GS
#X523A 4.6L V-8« PWR SEAT © ONLY 84,000 MI & MUST SEE!

‘6,980

2001 FORD TAURUS SES
#T1388A 3.0 V-6 © PWR SEAT  KEYLESS ENTRY  ALLOYS

‘6,980

2002 CHVROLET S-10 EXCAB LS P.U.
#TT335A V-6 © AUTOMATIC ® CRUISE © (D © ALLOYS

*7,880

1996 GMC YUKON SLT 4X4
#6T583A 5.7LV-8 © LEATHER © (D © ALLOYS

7,980

2001 CHEVROLET VENTURE LS VAN
#TT347A 8 PASSENGER © KEVLES ENTRY o (D © REAR AIR © ALLOYS

2000 CHEVROLET S-10 BLAZER 4DR 4X4
#X531A 1S @ 4.3L V-6 © ALLOYS (D

2003 CHEVROLET MALIBU
#7T217A V-6 © (D ® PWR LOCKS © 51,000 MI

1997 DODGE RAM XCAB 4X4 1500 SLT
#X484B 5.9LV-8 # (D © ALLOYS © BED LINER

*7,980 *7,980 *7,980 *7,980

1999 TOYOTA RAV4 AWD 2000 DODGE DURANGO SLT 2003 CHEVROLET IMPALA 2001 FORD EXPLORER XLT
#TT423A 4 CYLINDER © 5 SPEED © POWER WINDOWS © (D #TT527A 4.7LV-8 @ LEATHER © 3RD SEAT © (D © ALLOYS #T1505B 3.4LV-6 o POWER SEAT o KEYLESS ENTRY # (D  ONLY 50,000 MI #TT558A SUPER CLEAN @ MUST SEE!
8,980 9,880 9,880 9,890

1998 FORD MUSTANG GT CONV.
#71342B V-8 © AUTO * ONLY 75,000 MILES

9,980

2005 CHEVROLET COBALT LS 4DR
#X518C AUTO © KEVLESS ENTRY o REAR SPOILER

*11,980

2002 PONTIAC BONEVILLE SSEI
#710128 SUPERCHARGED © LEATHER © SUNROOF

*11,980

2003 PONTIAC GRAND PRIX GT
#6T517A 3.8LV-6 © LEATHER o SUNROOF © ONLY 40,000 Mi © SHARP!

*11,980

2004 FORD ESCAPE 4X4
#6T661A V-6 © AUTO © KEYLESS ENTRY © CHROME WHEELS

*12,980

2001 FORD RANGER SUPER CAB 4X4
#TT583A XIT @ 4.0L V-6 © AUTO  SHELL » ONLY 39,000 MI.

*12,980

2003 VOLKWAGEN PASSAT GLS WAGON
#6T623A 1.8 TURBO © LEATHER © SUNROOF

*13,980

2004 CHEVROLET MONTE CARLO SS
#X502A 3.8LV-6 @ LEATHER  ALLOYS © SUNROOF © ONLY 26,000 M.

*13,980

2004 TOYOTA CAMRY LE
#TT589A 4 CYLINDER © KEYLESS ENTRY © (D

*14,980

2002 CHEVROLET TRAILBLAZER LTZ 4X4
#T614A LEATHER © SUNROOF © TOP OF THE LINE!

‘14,880

2003 TOYOTA TACOMA SR5 XTRCAB
#TT450A 4 CYLINDER 5 SPEED ® ALLOYS o (D © HARD TONNEAU COVER

*17,880

2005 HYUNDAI SANTA FE 4WD
#TTS60A 3.5LV-6 © SUNROOF @ ALLYS © (D

*17,880

2003 LEXUS ES300
#X529  LEATHER © SUNROOF  ONLY 43,000 MI

*22,880

2004 NISSAN TITAN CREW CAB 4X4
#TT445A 5.6L V-8 @ OFF ROAD PKG © 6 PASSENGER

*22,880

2002 FORD F-350 4X4 CREW CAB DIESEL
#6T674A XIT  OFF ROAD ® MATCHING SHELL

*24,980

2006 SUBARU B9 TRIBECA
#TT409A V-6 © LEATHER © SUNROOF © ALLOYS © ONLY 13,000 MI

*25,980

2002 CADILLAC ESCALADE EXT AWD
#TT586A LEATHER © SUNROOF © ONLY 35,000 MILES © MUST SEE!

28,980

2004 LEXUS RX330 AWD
#X550 3.3L V-6 © LEATHER © SUNROOF © BEAUTIFUL!

*30,980

2003 LEXUS GX470 4WD
#X547 BEIGE METALIC PAINT o V-8 © NAVIGATION

34,980

2004 LEXUS GX 470 AWD
#X548 PEARL WHITE PAINT © V-8  BEAUTIFUL!

*35,980

“Real discounts
Jrom real prices.”’

PRICES PLUS TAX, TITLE & $124.53 DEALER DOC FEE. VEHICLES SUJECT TO PRIOR. PRICES G0OD THROUGH JuNe 4, 2007

WILLS TOYOTA

TOYOTA CERTIFIED
USED VEHICLES

ETOYOTA
CERTIFIED

2006 TOYOTA COROLLA LE
#X528 © W/100,000 MI WARRANTY

*15,680

2005 TOYOTA CAMRY LE
#7T579A ONLY ONE LEFT © W/100,000 MI WARRANTY

16,890

2006 TOYOTA CAMRY LE
#X507 W/100,000 MI WARRANTY

*17,980

2006 TOYOTA TACOMA XTRA CAB 4X4
#71605A ECONOMICAL 4 CYL 5 SPEED  W/100,000 MI WARRANTY

21,880

2006 SIENNA LE VAN
CHOOSE FROM 3  W/100,000 MI WARRANTY

*22,980

2006 TOYOTA TUNDRA ACCESS CAB 4X4 SR5

#X537 V-8 © OFFROAD PKG © W/100,000 MI WARRANTY

*27,480

2006 TOYOTA TUNDRA DOUBLE CAB 4X4
#TT571A SHELL © SUNROOF © W/100,000 MI WARRANTY

*29,480

“61 years of rreating you,
the customer, right.”

236 SHOSHONE STREET WEST ¢ TWIN FALLS ¢ 733-2891 ¢ 1-800-621-5247 « WWW.WILLSTOYOTA.COM




